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ABOVE: STOP JABILUKA BANNER HANGS FROM THE ESCARPMENT WITHIN THE JABILUKA MINERAL LEASE
BELOW: 1997 STUDENT CAMP ON MIRARR COUNTRY. KAKADU TRADITIONAL OWNERS PHILLIPA DOUGLAS, VERNADINE AND NONICA HARDY WITH STUDENTS IN BACKGRO
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Twenty years ago the Mirarr people, Traditional Owners of parts of Kakadu as well as the
Jabiluka and Ranger uranium deposits, invited thousands of protesters to Kakadu. 1998 was
the height of the decade-long and ultimately successful campaign with tens of thousands
across Australia adding their voices to support the Mirarr and stop Jabiluka mine. On World
Environment Day, June 5th 1997, Mirarr carried a giant “Stop Jabiluka Mine” banner up the
escarpment on the mineral lease. This iconic public message hung in full view of the highway
for many months. Tens of thousands of tourists learned the word Jabiluka and the Mirarr
made their intention to stop an unwanted mine on their country absolutely clear.

In July 1997 over 60 students from across Australia travelled from the Students of
Sustainability conference in Townsville to Kakadu to participate in a Week of Action on Mirarr
country. The Mirarr took the students to the Jabiluka lease and Ranger uranium mine and
held a public meeting in Jabiru. This event sowed the seeds of the Jabiluka Action Groups
(JAGs). The national JAG network was a key element of the campaign and actively engaged a
diverse group of people right around the country.
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TOP: DANCERS PROTESTING AT THE GATES OF RANGER URANIUM MINE, JULY 24 1997.
ABOVE: MIRARR LEAD PROTEST ACTION AT LAUNCH OF JABILUKA BLOCKADE, MARCH 23 1998.
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The Mirarr see the blockade as the next logical step in stopping
this obscene and noxious proposal. They do not welcome the conflict
that beckons, but they do not recoil from it. The Mirarr stand strong
together to protect their country.

Jacqui Katona at the launch of the Jabiluka blockade, March 23, 1998

2018

INTERNATIONAL
WOMENS DAY (]

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

LABOUR DAY PUBLIC
2011: FUKUSHIMA HOLIDAY (VIC, TAS);
NUCLEAR DISASTER BEGINS PUBLIC HOLIDAY (SA, ACT) CLOSE THE GAP DAY [ )

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

1998: JABILUKA BLOCKADE
STARTS. TWO PROTESTERS
ARRESTED ON THE
MINERAL LEASE, 75 RALLY
AT THE GATES OF RANGER
HARMONY DAY WORLD WATER DAY URANIUM MINE [))

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

GOOD FRIDAY DAY FOLLOWING GOOD
PUBLIC HOLIDAY FRIDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY O

S M T W T FS
12 3 45 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

S M T WT F S

12 3
4 56 7 8 910
1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28




- =3

. L Rl s [/ g G &
i s ’ ¥ 2 e
- gt ok R .
mmqa.mmﬁzb e AR B

ABOVE: PEDESTRIANS TRAVERSE THE JABILUKA MESSAGE, VICTORIA.

LEFT: MASS STOP JABILUKA RALLY IN FREEMANTLE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA
RIGHT: PROTEST IN DARWIN, NORTHERN TERRITORY.

Environment, peace, trade union and civil society groups from around Australia joined with
dedicated Jabiluka Action Groups (JAGs) to support the Mirarr and protect Kakadu.

As a result of these combined efforts, Jabiluka became a household name and a national focus.



ABOVE: STOP JABILUKA RALLY IN MELBOURNE WHILE WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE CONSIDERED KAKADU IN CAIRNS, NOVEMBER 2000.
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JACQUI KATONA
AWARDED GOLDMAN PRIZE
N SAN FRANCISCO, USA
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ABOVE: SOLIDARITY PROTEST AT DOM WORLD HERITAGE SITE IN KOLN, GERMANY 1998.
BELOW: STREET ACTION IN MUNICH, GERMANY LINKING JABILUKA TO CASTOR NUCLEAR WASTE TRANSPORT
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LEFT: POSTER ADVERTISING SCREENING OFJABILUKA’ DOCUMENTARY IN MUNICH. CENTRE: JAPANESE
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EWSPAPER REPORT ON MIRARR ATTENDING

WORLD HERITAGE COMMITTEE MEETING IN KYOTO NOVEMBER 1998. RIGHT: JABILUKA ACTION AT AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY IN SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA, MAY 19TH, 1998

Solidarity protests were held around the world particularly in countries that imported Australian
uranium or had their own fights with the nuclear sector.
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ABOVE LEFT: AUGUST 25TH 1998, PROTESTERS GATHERED AT THE LEASE GATES AT DAWN FOR A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL. ABOVE RIGHT: THREE GRANDMOTHERS,
ONE 90 YEARS OLD, STEPPED ONTO THE JABILUKA LEASE AND BROUGHT AN ARRESTING OFFICER TO TEARS WITH THEIR PEACEFUL COMMITMENT.

LEFT: BLOCK/—\DERS PUT THEIR BODIES ON THE LINE BY LOCKING ON TO MINING EQU\PMENT AND TRUCKS. RIGHT & BELOW: RIGHT AND BELOW: SEPTEMBER 29TH 1998, 93 PEO-
PLE WERE ARRESTED FOR WALKING ONTO THE JABILUKA MINERAL LEASE. ALL GAVE THEIR NAME AS PRIME MINISTER JOHN HOWARD.




The Jabiluka blockade ran for eight months and attracted more than 5000 people, over 500 of
whom were arrested for peaceful civil disobedience. Blockaders showed their opposition to
the unwanted mine in diverse and powerful ways. Over 150 actions were undertaken including
huge walk-ons resulting in mass arrests, poignant candle lit vigils, covert trespass actions within
the mine compound, musical extravaganzas including a dawn concert from Coloured Stone,
Regurgitator and Midnight Qil, theatre pieces at the lease gates and rowdy rallies along the road.
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The nuclear free hand symbol is a powerful and widely recognised piece of resistance art that
was created for the Jabiluka campaign by Melbourne based artist Kathleen McCann. After
starting life in Kakadu it is now widely used around the world to highlight opposition to uranium
mining and the wider nuclear industry.

The power of the symbol has grown from its acceptance by people
wanting to signal their support for Mirarr and for other anti-nuclear causes.

It has become a vehicle for an unequivocal anti-nuclear message. One of my
proudest moments remains seeing the hand symbol unfurled on a giant banner
dwarfed by Kakadu's overwhelming escarpment. | designed an image but the
anti-nuclear movement has taken the hand symbol and generated an icon - an
enduring symbol of resistance and a simultaneous celebration of community.

Kathleen McCann
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ABOVE: MOUNTED POLICE BREAK UP PROTEST ACTION IN FRONT OF NORTH LIMITED OFFICES IN MELBOURNE MARCH 1999.

BENEFIT TOALS TR A
PRICELESS

ABOVE LEFT: PROTESTERS IN FRONT OF NORTH LIMITED MELBOURNE OFFICES PROVIDED A REGULAR VISUAL REMINDER OF THE COMPANY'S LINK WITH KAKADU, 1999.
ABOVE RIGHT: TAKING THE MESSAGE TO RIO TINTO, 2000. BELOW: ACTION HIGHLIGHTING ANZ LINKS TO JABILUKA, 1999.




The corporate campaign was a vital part of stopping the Jabiluka mine.
Campaigners targeted investors in North Limited including Westpac and ANZ.
Shareholders in North Ltd - ERA’s parent company - called for and achieved an

extraordinary general meeting on Jabiluka. Despite the company’s efforts to stop it
the extraordinary general meeting was held in October 1999.

Rio Tinto purchased North Ltd in August 2000. The change of ownership signalled
a new approach by the parent company and paved the way for negotiations
regarding the future of Jabiluka. The fate of Jabiluka is now firmly in the hands of
the Mirarr Traditional Owners.
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Mirarr Senior Traditional Owner Yvonne Margarula,
Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation Executive
Officer, Former Whitlam minister and peace activist
Tom Uren and musician and activist Peter Garrett
lead hundreds of protesters along the Oenpelli
Road, through Kakadu National Park and the
Jabiluka mineral lease. July 10th, 1998

“ote 59m601]l€
whe really 0wns

Uranium is guilty
and will remain guilty

until proven innocent s e LU Bt et e
EOL brown flaces the Pboviginal f‘dj over
Tom Uren Police Cordon to show whose land

this ch”} 1%

2013

SUNDAY

4 5 6 7 g

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 2] 28 29

30 SEPETMEBR 26-OCTOBER
3, 1998: STRONG COUNTRY
CELEBRATION AT JABILUKA 1956 FIRST MARALINGA
WORLD RIVERS DAY QUEENS BIRTHDAY (WA) O BLOCKADE NUCLEAR WEAPONS TEST

S M T WT FS

12 3 45 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

S M T WT FS

12 3 4
56 7 8 9101
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31




-

B
K ‘{1

., NO URANIUM MINI

ABOVE: COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS, LOCAL POLITICIANS AND AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION ON BANKS OF THE RHINE IN FRONT OF A NON-OPERATIONAL REACTOR
TO OPPOSE NUCLEAR POWER, 1998. BELOW RIGHT: YYONNE MARGARULA AND JACQUI KATONA AWARDED THE GOLDMAN ENVIRONMENTAL PRIZE, 1999.
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ABOVE: POSTCARD FROM GAC DELEGATION IN DUSSELDORF TO THE JABILUKA BLOCKADE.
BELOW: YVONNE MARGARULA MEETS US FIRST LADY HILARY CLINTON, 1999.
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Mirarr and their supporters took the Jabiluka story to many countries. In 1998 Mirarr Senior
Traditional Owner Yvonne Margarula, Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation staff Jacqui Katona and
Christine Christophersen and Dave Sweeney (Australian Conservation Foundation) undertook a
speaking tour. The group was involved in more than 40 events including the European Parliament
(which passed a resolution against Jabiluka), German Parliament and German nuclear utilities. In
London they addressed public meetings, met with politicians and campaigners and gave a joint
press conference with renowned comic and author Ben Elton.

Yvonne and Jacqui were awarded significant international prizes including the Goldman
Environmental Prize (Islands and Island Nations), the Inaugural Nuclear Free Future Award and the
Friends of the Earth International Environment Award. Mirarr received significant support from US
politicians Nancy Pelosi and Cynthia McKinney who along with 37 members of US Congress wrote

to President Bill Clinton in 1999 urging him to support the campaign to stop Jabiluka.

In a world first Yvonne Margarula addressed the World Heritage Committee in her own language
about a World Heritage ‘In Danger’ assessment for Kakadu. This resulted in a high level Mission to
Kakadu which recommended work at Jabiluka be suspended on the grounds of threats to

Kakadu's World Heritage values.
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ABOVE: SENIOR MIRARR ALONG WITH GAC STAFF WATCH TRUCKS RETURNING URANIUM-BEARING ROCK TO THE JABILUKA TUNNEL, AUGUST 12TH 2003

IOR MIRARR WATCH THE TUNNEL BEING FILLED BACKIIN, JABILUKA POND DURING DECOMMISSIONING
TRUCK RETURNING ORE TO JABILUKA TUNNEL, 2003
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LEFT TO RIGHT: JABILUKA MINE UNDER CONSTRUCTION 1999, SEN

BELOW:




ABOVE: JABILUKA SITE, 2016

Construction at Jabiluka started in 1998 with a 1.2km tunnel to the ore body, the extraction
of 50,000 tonnes of mineralised rock and the construction of an interim water management
pond. In January 1999 the company suspended operations. On August 12th 2003, following
Rio Tinto’s 2001 commitment not to proceed without Mirarr consent, backfill of the Jabiluka
tunnel started. The return of such large volumes of uranium-bearing rock was unprecedented
and widely welcomed. Major rehabilitation works ended in late 2015 and weed, fire and water

management remain an ongoing responsibility for ERA.
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They kept on pushing us Mirarr, they wanted to dig Jabiluka. But there is a
djang (sacred place) there. If they disturb it they will make it wrong.
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They've already made wrong. So they closed it back down.”
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Yvonne Margarula. September 19, 2010
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ABOVE: PROTESTERS SUPPORT KAKADU TRADITIONAL OWNERS (L-R) CHRISTINE CHRISTOPHERSON, YVONNE MARGARULA
(SENIOR MIRARR TRADITIONAL OWNER) AND JACQUI KATONA FOLLOWING THEIR ARREST FOR TRESPASS ON MIRARR COUNTRY, MAY 14TH, 1998.

BELOW: YVONNE MARGARULA, NONICA HARDY AND CHRISTINE CHRISTOPHERSON AND JABILUKA BLOCKADERS, MARCH 1998.
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CONSEIWATION

GUNDJEIHMI FOUNDATION

ABORIGINAL CORPORATION

Friends of
WILDERNESS
o the Earth ks\ SOCIETY

These five organisations, supported by civil society partners, Jabiluka Action Groups and hundreds of individuals,
were the backbone of the Jabiluka campaign. This powerful Black Green alliance remains one of the most significant
in Australian campaigning history.

Photos/images: Ali Crosby, David Hancock, Dave Sweeney, Dimity Hawkins, Glenn Campbell, Jayne Weepers, Justin
O'Brien, Keith Armstrong, Kirsten Blair, Sandy Scheltema, Sarojini Krishnapillai, Scott Ludlam and several unidentified
photographers, thanks to you all.

Drawings generously donated by Trace Balla: traceballa@yahoo.com facebook.com/TraceBalla

Many thanks to everyone who hunted through albums, boxes and old files to find pictures and other mementoes
to contribute. Special mention to Di Koser and Cathy Flint at the Environment Centre of the Northern Territory for
digging through the archives.

This calendar project is a joint initiative of Gundjeihmi Aboriginal Corporation and the Australian Conservation
Foundation.

It is not a definitive history rather a celebration of one of this country’s most historic campaigns and a tribute to the

power of people and place.

www.mirarr.net
gundjeihmi@mirarr.net@MirarrCountry
www.acf.org.au@AusConservation
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